
Reading Group Guide to A Day in June  
 
About This Book 
 
When thirty-two-year-old Eric Boulanger returns to his Vermont 
hometown to care for his ailing mother, he attempts to boost the town’s 
failing economy by having the Chamber of Commerce offer a free 
wedding. The winner turns out to be Bostonian Ryan Toscano, whose 
fiancé has left her to become a Jesuit. Urged by her beloved, outspoken 
grandmother, Faye, to find a substitute in time, a web of deception sets 
the young people, as well as the citizens of the town of Brackton, on an 
odyssey that will challenge their belief systems, as well as their notions 
of life and death, love and acceptance. 
 
For Discussion 
 

1. From early on in the book, the turns relationships take seem to 
coincide with religious holidays. Do you see any significance in 
that? 

 
2. In what ways can Jason and Eric be viewed as Christ figures? 

 
3. Each of the young adults in the novel is searching for his or her 

place in life. How are they the same? How do they differ? Does 
failure become a catalyst in their journey or keep them stuck? 

 
4. The symbol of the Trinity is sometimes very apparent and 

sometimes less so throughout the book. Explain. 
 

5. The “mother” figure plays a strong role in the novel. Who are the 
mother figures and what are their connections to the young 
protagonists? 

 
6. Two characters face immediate ends of life, but take different 

paths. Explain. 
 

7.   Do you see Harold as altruistic or selfish? Can you understand his 
choice to end his life? Can you understand Faye’s change of heart 



about accepting his decision? Could you see yourself making this 
decision in your own life? 

 
8. Eric is jarred by his mother’s death. Can one ever be 

prepared for the loss of a loved one? 
 

9. Do you think that part of Eric’s and Michael’s attraction to one 
another is their marginalization in society? How does each one 
grapple with that position? 

 
10. Michael and Eric have different takes on how it would feel to be 
       Bicycle Girl (p. 244). What about them makes them view her 
       differently? 

 
11.Food elicits certain behavior and feelings from the characters in 
      the novel. Can you identify those characters and instances? 
 

12. Deceit, including self-deception, plays a large role in the book.  
       Characters are at times the deceivers and at other times (and not 
       necessarily overtly) the revealers of truth. Can you 
       identify those characters and instances? 
 

13. What do the characters learn about control over obtaining 
happiness? 

 
14.  How do the millennials in the book differ from those of other 
              generations? What do they have in common? What have they 
              learned from one another? 
 
      15.  Do you think any of the citizens of Brackton have been changed 
              by their experience with the contest?   
 
      16.  Who is your favorite character and why?  
  

 
 

  


